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ENTRETIENS fur divers Sujets 
d’Hiftoire , de Literature , de Religion, 
& de Critique. A Cologne chez Pierre 
Marteau. 1710, 


That is, Some Dialogues upon feveral Sub- 
jetts relating to Hiftory, Literature, Reli- 
gion, and Critick. Printed in Holland. 


1710. i# 120. pagg. 457. 


Name to it, the Readers will eafily perceive that 

itisa new Production of the fame Ingenious 
Writer, who has publith’d fome other Pieces full of cu- 
rious Learning. This Work confilts of Four Dialogues 
between aChriftian anda Few call’d Mofes Aboab. 

In the Firft, the Jew highly commends the Chriftian 
Religion, but cannot refolve to make an_open Profeffion 
of it. He feems to be convinced of the Excellence of the 
Gofpel : But having travelled fince all over Europe , he 
declares that he does not entertain the fame Thoughts of 
Chriftianity ; and to the great Surprize of the Readers, 
raifes many Objettions againft it. His Arguments appear 
to me inconfiderable : He very much infilts upon the Di- 
vifions of Chriftians, andthe great Corruption that pre- 
vails among them; which can be no folid Objection 
againft Chriftianity it felf. 

His Friend anfwers his Difficulties in the Second Dia- 
logue ; and befides propofes fome Objections to him. 

In the Third Dialogue , the Two Interlocutors are 
wholly taken up with a fevere Examination of the late 
Hftory of the Jews. They pretend to have found a great 
many Miftakes in that Work,and appear very well pleafcd 
with their Criticifms. 

After this Third Conference , Mofes Aboab takes a Jour- 
ney to Hambarg. At his return into Holand, he gives a 
Vifit to his Friend, and informs him that he has feen fome 
things that made him refolve to profefs Chriftianiry. He 
fays ne had feveral Converfations with a Spanish Refugee, 
at Aliena, near Hamburg. That Spaniard feems to be a 
Jew,though he was bred up a Chriftian : And yet he does 
not believe the Religion he profeffes, nor that of his 
Country. He told him that Atheifm has taken deep root 
among the Grandees and the greateft part of the Clergy in 
Spain; fo that Religton is wholly loft by Superftition 
among the common \’cople, and by Atheitm among the 


Si O’ the Author of this Book has not put his 


Great ones. Which brings into my Thoughts a Paflage 
I have read in a Book ot Dr. Geddes t. Aboad asks his 
Friend whether he believes that anyMiun can be fo Extra. 
vagant asto runinto Atheifm. The Author ot this Book 
aniwers, That he has by him a Diflertation, wherein he 
has collected feveral Examples , which plainly fhew that 
{ome Perfons,who profett hriftianity have been Acheifts, 
and confequently that there may be tome ftill. 

That Differtation upon Atheifm and the Modern Atheifts, is 
inferted at large in this Fourth Dialogue, and is doubtlefs 
the moit curious Part of this Work. The Author makes 
feveral Reflexions upon Atheifm, of which I thall perhaps 
give an Account hereafter. He owns that true Acheiim 
is very {carce ; but he thinks it cannot be denied that {e- 
veral Perions have been guilty of that Crime. To prove 
it he gives an hiftorical Account of fome Modern Atheitts. 
It appears from this Diflertation , and fome other Books 
of the fame Auchor, that he is one of the moft curious 
Writers of our Age. 

The firt Atheilt, mentioned by him , is JORD ANUS 
BRUNUS, whofe Hittory is little known. That Man was 
born at Nola in the Kingdom of Naples, and had been a 
Dominican Monk. He left his Countrey, and removed 
to Geneva ; from whence he went to Lyons and Paris, 
where he taught Philofophy. . Afterwards he retired to 
Wittemberg, where he publickly made a Panegyrick upon 
the Devil. ’Tis likely he was expell'd from that Univer- 
fity: He went from thence to Prague, where he publifh’d 
his moft pernicious Books, I mean thofe that contain the 
greateft part of the Blafphemies, for which he was com- 
mitted to the Flames. The Hiltory of his Execution is 
related by the Famous Ga/par Scioppius, in a very curious 
Letter to his Friend Conrad kitterhufims. M. Bayle has 
confuted the impious Do&trine of Jordanus Brunus in his 
Hiftorical and Critical Dittienary. The following Letcer 
will ferve to rectify fome of his Miftakes, relating to the 
Hiftory of that Acheift. 


A Letter of Gafpar Scioppius, concerning the Death 
of Jordanus Brunus. 


“ {| MAKE no doubt but that you have received 
v4 the Letter, wherein 1 anfwer'd your Coms 
“ plaints, and I think I have fufficienrly jultified the 
“ Publihing of my Anfwer. What moves me to 





t ‘* For by whatI could obferve by the Spaniards -- - 
“ all, or moft of them, if they were left entirely to their 
“ Liberty in all Matters of Religion, would be either Ir. 
“ religious or Enthufiaftical. Dr. Michael Geddes, Mif. 
cellancous Tra&s, Vol. 3. pag. 48. of the 3d Trak. London, 
1706. 
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174 Lape 
“ owri > you now, is the Execution of joraanus 
” pec ‘ ah is has been burnt alive this Day in the 
“ Campo di Flora, over againft Pompey s Theater, ‘This 
0 ae re fi lation with the laft Pare of my 
feems to have fome Re ‘ E 
‘ nrinted Let ‘a which I treat of the Punifhment ot 
printed etter, in k id “ees 
“ Hereticks. If you was now at Rome, you a : 
“ almolt every body fay, that a Lutheran has been am : 
“ and fuch a general Report would not a little -™ 
“ you in the Opinion you: entertain of our Cru- 
gs you muft know, Dear R. that our Italians have 
no great Skill in difcerning Hereticks: They call them 
“ all Lutherans. 1 pray God they may continue in that 
“ Simplicity, and_never be able to diftinguifh a Herefy 
‘‘ fom another ; for I fhould be afraid that fuch a Dil- 
“ cernment would coft ‘em dear. To inform you of 
“the Truth, I muft acquaint you, that the Lutherans, 
“ or Galwinifis, (unlefs they be Relapfes; or guilty of a 
‘© Publick Scandal,) far from being punifh’d with Death, 
“ gre not fo much as expofed to the leaft Danger in this 
“ City. It is the Intention of our moft Holy Father, 
“ that all Lutherans fhould freely come to Rome, and be 
“ kindly entertain’d by the Cardinals and Prelates of our 
“ Court. I with you was here ; you would quickly fee 
the Falfiry of thofe Reports: We had here laft Month 
“a Gentleman of Saxony, who had lodged in 
‘\ Peea's Houfe. He knew feveral Catholicks , and even 
‘© Cardinal Barenixs, the Pope’s Confeflor , who received 
“ him with great Civility, and never difcourfed with 
“ him about Keligion ; only he exhorted him by the by 
“ ¢@ feek Truth. The Cardinal told him he had nothing 
‘“ #6 fear, unlefs he fhould give a Publick Scandal. That 
“ Gentleman would doubtlefs have made a longer Stay in 
“ Rome, had he not been frighted at a Report that fome 
“ Englifbmen had been arrefted, and fent co the Prifons 
“ of the Inquifition, But thefe Englishmen were none of 
“ thofe Hereticks , commonly calld Lutherans: They 
‘‘ were Puritans, and fufpected of having whipp’d the 
“ Holy Sacrament, which is praGtifed among the Engi:/h. 
“‘ Perhaps I fhould believe , as well as the Generality of 
“ the veople, that Branuw was burnt for Lutheranifm, had 
“ I not been prefent at the Holy Office, when the Sen- 
““ tence of Death was pronounced againft him , whereby 
“* T came to know for what Herefy he was condemned. 
“* This Brunus was a Native of No/a, in the Kingdom of 
“* Naples, and a Dominican by Profeflion. He began 
“ Eighteen Years ago to doubt of Tranfubftantiation, 
“(a Do&trine contrary to Reafon, as your Chryfostom 
*« teaches,) and even to deny it. Afterwards he brought 
“ into Queftion the Virginity of the Blefled Virgin, 
“ whofe vurity, as the fame Chryfoftom fays, exceeds that 
** of the Cherubims and Seraphims. Whereupon he retir’d 
*“ to Geneva, where he ftay’'d Two Years. At laft, be. 
© caufe he did not approve Calvinifm in every thing, he 
** was expell'd from that City, and went to Lyons, and 
** from thence to Touloufe , and then to Paris ; where he 
** was made Profeflor Lxtraordinary , becaufe the Ordi- 
‘‘ nary Profeflors were obliged to affift at Mafs. From 
‘* thence he went to London, where he publifh’d a Book 
“ entitled, Of the Triwmphant Beat ; a Title of Honour, 
“ which thote of your Sect beftow upon the Pope. From 
“ London he removed to Wittemberg ; where, if I am not 
“ miftaken, he was Profeflor for the Space of Two 
“ Years. From thence he repair'd to Prague, and print- 
** ed in that City fome Books entitled , De Immenfo & 
“ Infinito , itemque de Innumerabilibus , if I well rememe- 
** ber the Titles ; for thofe Books were fent to me from 
“ Pragae. He alfo publith’d another Bock , De Uméris 
“ & Ides. He teaches horrid Abfurdities in thofe Books ; 
* for inftance, That there are innumerable Worlds ; 
** That the Soul goes tiom one Body into another, and 
** even from one World into another: That the fame 
** Soul may inform Two Bodies; That Magick is a 
“ lawful Thing; That the Holy Spirit is nothing elfe 
*“* but the Soul of the World, and that Mofes meant no 
“* more, when he faid that the Spirit of God moved upon the 
“© face of the waters; That the World is Eternal; That 
“* Mofes wrought Miracles by Magick, in which he 
“* had a greater Skill than the other Egyptians; That he 
‘“* invented his Laws; That the Sacred Writings are a 
** mere Fable; That che Devil fhall be faved; ‘That the 
** Hebrews only derive their Original from Adar and Eve, 


“and other Nations from Two Perfons whom God 





JanuaARY 1711. 


“ created the Day before: That Chriit is not Gog - 
> a eee ee Laftly , I fhould be too 
 prolix, fhould I mention all the monftrous Opinions, 
‘* which he afferted by Word of Mouth and in Writing. 
‘* To fum up all ina few Words: He maintain’d whar. 
ever was advanc’d againft Religion by the Heathen 
“* Philofophers, and the Ancient and Mé@dern Hereticks 
From Prague he went to Brun{wich, and from thence to 
‘* Helmftad, where ’tis faid he was a Prqfeffor for fome 
time. From thence he removed to’ Fré"cfort , to get a 
Book printed ; and at laft he came to Venice, where he 
fell into the Hands of the Inquifition. After he had 
been a confiderable time a Prifoner in that City, he 
was fent to Rome. He has been frequently examin’g 
by the Holy Office, and convicted of his Errors by 
feveral Eminent Divines. He was allow’d Forty Days 
to deliberate, and promifed to retract: Afterwards he 
maintain’d fis Errors again ; and Had again hoy, Days 
allaw’d him... Laftly, he made it appear that only 
defign’d to impofe upon the Pope, and the Inquifition. 
After he had been almoft Two Yearsa Prifoner , h. 
was brought on the Ninth of February into the Cour 
of the Inquifition , in the Palace of the Great Ingui. 
fitor ; where he appear’d in the Prefence of the Cardj. 
nals of the Holy Office , ( moft eminent for their Ex. 
perience and Skillin Divinity, and the Civil Law, ) 
the Confultors of the Inquifition, the Secular Magi. 
ftrate, and the Governor of the City : And being up. 
on his Knees, he heard his Sentence pronounc’d againft 
him ; the Tenor of which is as follows. In the firft 
place , They gave an Account of his Life, Studies, 
and Do&rine: They mention’d the Fraternal Care 
with which the Inquifition had endeavour'’d to re. 
claim him: They defcrib’d his great Obftinacy and 
Impiety. Afterwards he was degraded, excommuni- 
cated , and deliver’d to the Secular Power ; and the 
Magiftrates were defired to ufe him with all poffible 
Clemency, and without any Effufion of Blood. That 
Ceremony being over, he only fpoke thefe Words ina 
threatning manner: Perhaps you are more terrify'd thant 
am at the Sentence j0u have pronounc’d againft me. He 
was carry'd to Prifon by the Sergeants of the Gover- 
nor, and kept there a whole Week, to fee whether he 
would retract : But it was to no purpofe. Wherefore 
he was brought this Day to the Wood-pile. A Cruci- 
fix was prefented to him at the Point of Death; but 
he rejeéted it in a fcornful manner , looking upon 
it with a wild Look. Thus he has been confumed by 
the Flames. He is gone into thofe Worlds fo much 
fpoken of by him, to inform them how Blafphemers 
and impious Men are dealt with at Rome. 


nv 
on 


“ You fee, Dear R. how we proceed againft that Sort 
of Men, or rather Monfters. I would tain know whe- 
ther you approve of it; or whether you would allow 
every body the Liberty of Believing and Teaching any 
Dofrine. [ am perfuaded you will not blame our Con- 
du&. But perhaps you will fay, the Lutherans neither 
believe nor teach any fuch thing, and therefore ought 
not to be ufed in the fame manner. I grant it; and 
therefore we do not burn them, Perhaps we fhould 
take another Courfe with Luther. For what would you 
fay, if I fhould undertake to prove, that, tho’ he 
did not teach the Doétrine of Brunus , yet there are 
more abfurd and monftrous Opinions , not only in his 
Table-talk, but in thofe very Books which he publifh’d, 
and that he advanc’d them like fo many Oracles and 
undeniable Do&trines. If you are not fufficiently ac- 
quainted with that Man, who brought to light the 
Truth that lay buried for fo many Ages , I will diret 
you to thofe Places where you may find the Subftance 
of his Fifth Gofpe}, tho’ you may difcover it in * the 
Anatomy of Luther, written by Piftorius. If therefore 
Luther is as bad as Bruns, how do you think he fhould 
be ufed ? You will doubtlefs be of Opinion that he 
fhould deferve the fame Treatment. But what thall we 
“do with thofe, who look upon him as an Evangelift. 





—z, 


"That Book of Piftorius is written in the German Lene 


guage. It was printed at Cologne im the Year 1595+ 
in 4afe. 





“ a Pro- 





































































JANUARY 


“ 4 Prophet, and a Third Eliar? IE leave ie to your Judg- 


“ ment. 
* Romans are not fo cruel towards the Hereticks, as tis 


~~ ~ 
»Pan® a 


-~ - * 
~ v~ 


~ «+ eo & & 


‘ pocna egi, pertinere. 


_ lice fcandalum preberet. 


. 


-~ 


I-fhall only defire you to be perfuaded, that the 


commdnly believed ; and thac perhaps they thew too 
great an Indulgence to tholeé Men, who are willing to 
perith by theit own Fault.’ Rome, February 17. 1600. 


Uas ad nuperath tudm expoftulatoriam epiltolam 
reféripfi, non fane dubito, quin ribi fint reddite, 
quibus me tibi de vulgato refpoato meo fatis purgatum 
confide. Ut Vero nunc etiam feriberem hodierne ipfa 


‘ dies me inftigat, qua Jordanus Brunus propter heretin 


vivus videnique in Campo #lorz ante Theatrum Pom. 
peii eff combuftus. Exittimo eaim & hoc ad extremam 
impreflz Epiftole mex partefti, qua de heretitétim 
Si enim nunc Rome efles, ex 
plerif{que omnibus Italis audires, Lutheranum effe com- 
buftum, & ita non mediocriter in opinione tua confir- 
mareris de {xvitia nofira. 

“ Atfemeticire debes, mi R. Italos noftros inter heré- 
ticos alba linea non fignare, neque difcernere novifle : 


* Sed quicquid eft hereticum illud Lutheranum efle pu- 


tant. In qua fimplicirate, ut Deus illos conferver pre- 
cor, ne fciant unquam quid herefis alia ab aliis difcre- 
pet. Vereor enim ne alioquin ifta difcernendi {Cientia 
nimis Caro ipfisconftet. Uc autem veritatem ipfam ex 
me accipias, narrotibi, idque ita effe fidem do teftem ; 
nullum prorfus Lutheranum aut Calvinianom , nifi re- 
lapfum vel publice fcandalofum, ullo modo Rome pe- 
peticlitari, nedum ut morte puniatur. Hee fan&iffimi 
Domini noftri mens eft; ut omnibus Lutheranis Romam 
pateat liber comméatus, utque a Cardinalibus & Pra- 
Jatis Curie noftre omnis generis benevolentiam & hu- 
manitatem experiantur. Aique utinam hic efles! {cio 
fore ut rumores vulgatos mendacii damnes. Fuit fu- 
periore menfe Saxo quidam nobilis hic apud mos, qui 
annum ipfum domi Bezv vixerat, Is multis Catholicis 
innotuit ; ipfi etiam Confeilario Pontificis , Cardinali 


' Baronio, qui eum humaniflime excepit, & de Religio- 
- ne nihil prorfus cum eo egit, nifi quod obiter eum ad- 


hortatus eff ad veritatem inveftigandam. De peri¢ulo 
juflic eum fide fua effe fecurifimum, dum ne quod pub- 
Ac manfiffet ile nobiicum 
dititius, nifi fparfo rumore de Anglis quibufdam in Pas 
Jatium Inquifitionis deductis perterritus fibi metuiffet. 
At Angli uli non erant, quod vulgo ab Italis dicuntur, 
Lutherani, fed Puritani & de facrilega verberibus Sa- 
eramenti percuflione Anglis ufitata fulpecti. Similiter 
forfan & ipte rumori vulgari crederem Brunum iftum 
fuifle ob Lutheranifitum combuftum, nifi $. Inquifiti- 
onis Officio interfuiflem , dum fententia contra eum 
lata eft, & ficfcirem quamnam ille herefim profefius 
fuerit. Fuit enim Brunus ille patria Nolanus, ex Reg. 
no Neopolitano, profeflione Dominicanus: Qui cum 
jam annis abhine oftodecim de Tranffubftantiatione 
(rationi nimium, ut Chryfoftomus tuus docet, repug- 
nante) dubitare, imo eam prorfus negare, & ftatim Vir 
ginitatem B. Marie (quam idem Chryfoftomus omni+ 


‘ bus Cherubin & Seraphia puriorenr ait) in dubium vo- 


care coepifler, Genevam abiit, & biennium iftic com. 
moratus, tandemque quod Calvinifmum pér omnia non 


« proberet , inde ejectus Lugdunum , indé Tholofam , 


hinc Parifios devenit, ibique extraordinarium Profeflo- 


‘ 
‘ rem egit, cum videret ordinarios cogi Miflx facro in- 


terete. Poftea Londinum profectus hibellum iftic edit 


¢ 
‘ de Beitia triumphante, hoc eft, Papa, quem veftri ho- 


norig caufa beitiam appellare folent. Inde Witeber- 


‘ gam abiit, ibique publice profeflus eft, biennium, nifi 
‘ fallor, inc Pragam delatus librum edit de Immenfo 


& Infinito, itemque de Innumerabilibus ( fi titulorum 
{at re€te memini,nam libros ipfos Praga habui)& rurfus 
alium de Umbris & Ideis : In quibus horrenda prorfus 
abfurdiflima docet, v. g. Mundos efle innumeiabiles, 
animam de corporé in corpus, imo & alium in Mun- 
dum migrare, unam animam bina corpora informaré 
pofle, magiam effe rem benam & licitam, Spiritum S. 
effe nihi! aliud nifi animam Mundi, & hoc voluiffe 
» Moyfen dum fersbit eum fovitle aquas, Mundum effe 
ab eterno, Moyfen miracula fua per magiam operatunr 
eff, in gua plus profecerat , quam reliqui A’gyptii, 


~ 


nw 


- 


< eum leges fuas confinxific, facras litteras efle fomnium, 


‘ Diabolum falvatum iri, folos Hebreos ab Adamo & E- 


I7(f. : 
7 \75 
va Originem ducere ; reliquos ab iis duobus, gquos De 
us pridie tecerat, Chriftum nonefle Deum, fed fuifle 
magum intignem & hominibus illufifle, ac propterea 
merito fufpenfum (Italice Impiccato) non crucifixum 
efle , Prophetas & Apoftolos fuifle homines nequam, 
Magos, & plerofgue fufpenfos.. Denique iafinitum fo 
ret Omnia ejus portenta recenfere, que ipfe & Libris 
& viva voce afleruit. Uno verbo ut dicam, quicquid 
unquam ab Ethnicorum Philofophis, vel a noftris anti- 
quis & recentioribus Heareticis eft ailertum, id omne 
ipfe propugnavit. Praga Brunfvigam & Helmiftadium 
pervenic, & ibi aliquandiu profeflus dicitur. Inde 
Francofurtum Librum editurus adiit, tandemque Ve- 
netiis in Inquifitionis manus pervenit, ubi ciu fatis 
cum fuiffer, Romam miflus eft, & fepius a S$. Officio, 
quod vocant Inquifitionis; examinarus & 4 tummis 
Theologis convittus, modo go dies obtinuit, quibus 
deliberaret, modo promifit palinodiam,modo denuo fu- 
as nugas defendit, modo alios quadraginta dies impetra~ 
vit. Sed tandem nihil egit aliud, nifi ut Pontificem & 
Inguifitionem deluderet. Feré igitur bieanio poftquam 
hinc in Inquilitionem devenit nupera die nona Februa- 
rii in fupremi Inquifitoris alamo , prefentibus Ulu. 
ftrifimis Cardinalibus $. Officit Inquifitionis ( qui & 
fenio & rerum ufu & Theologie juritque {cientia reli- 
quis preftant) & confulroribus [heologis & fxculari 
Magiftratu, Urbis Gubernatore, fuit Brunus ille in lo- 
cum Inquifitionis introductus, ibique genubus flexis 
fententiam contra fe pronunciari audiir, Ea autem fuit 
hujufmodi : Narrata fuit ejus vita, ftudia, & dogmara, 
& qualem Inquifitio diligentiam in convertendo illo & 
fraterne adhibuerit, qualemque ille pertinaciam & im. 
pietatem oftenderit : Inde eum degradarunt, ut dici- 
mus, prorfufque excommunicarunt & feculari Magi- 
itratui tradidertint puniendum, rogantes ut quam cle- 
mentiflime & fine fanguinis profufione puniretur. Hee 
cum ita eflent peratta, nihil ille refpondit aliud, nifi 
minabundus: Majori forfan cum timore fententiam im 
mé dicitis, Quam ego accipiam. Sic a hctoribus Guber- 
natoris in carcerem dedustus, ibique octiduo aifervatus 
fuit, fi vel nunc errores fuos revocare veller. Sed tru. 
ftra. Hodie igitur ad rogum five pyram deduétus eft. 
Cum falvatoris crucifixi imago ei jam jam mofrituro 
oftenderetur, torvo eam vultu afpernatus rejecit. Sic- 
que ultulatus mifere periit, renuntiaturus credo in reli- 
quis illis quos finxit Mundis quonam patto homines 
blaiphemi & impii a Romanis tra@tari foleant, Hic ita- 
que,mi R. moduseft quo contra homines,immo montftra 
hujufmodi procedi a nobis folet. Scire nunc ex ce ftu- 
deam, is ne modus tibi probetut : An vero velis licere, 
unicuique quidvis & crederé & profiteri. Equidem exe 
iftimo te non pofie eum non probare. Sed illud ad- 
dendum forte putabis : Lutheranos talia ron docere neque 
credere, ac proinde aliter trafandos effe. Aflentimur ergo 
tibi, & nullum prorfus Lutheranum comburimus. Sed 
de ipfo veftro Luthero aliam foite rationem iniremus . 
Quid enim dices fiafleram & probare tibi poflim Lu. 
therum non eadem quidem, que Brunus, fed vel ab- 
furdiora magifque horrenda, non dico in convivialibus, 
fed in eis quos vivus edidit Libris, tanquam fententias, 
dogmata & oracula docuifle? Mone quefo fi nondum 
fatis noviftieum, qui veritatem tot fecults fepulram 
nobis eruit, & faciam ipfa tibi loca in quibus fuccum 
Quinti iftius Evangelii deprehendas , quamvis iftic, 
anatontiam Lutheri a Piftorio habere poffitis. Nunc fi, 
& Lutherus Brunus eft, quid de eo fieri debere cenfes ? 
Nimirum tardipedi Deo dandum infelicibus uftulandum lig- 
nis: Quid illis poftea, qui eum pro Evangelifta , Pro- 
pheta, tertio Elia-habent ? Hoc tibi cogitandum po-. 
tiusrelinquo. Tantum ut hoc mihi credas Romanos 


‘ non é4 feveritate erga Héreticos éxperiri qua credun- 


tur, & qua debebant forte erga illos , qui fcientes, vo- 
lentes pereunt. Rome a.d.17. Februar. 1602. 


The Original of this Letter is to bé found in the Li- 


brary of St. Elizabeth-College at Brefaw, from which it 
has been printed by M. Straviu, in the Vth Volume of 
his Af Literaria. I thall occafionally obferve, that there 
are in that Library Nine large Volumesis Folio,containing 


very Curioas ColleGtion of Original Lertérs written by 


feveral Learned Men in the XVIth Century: Among 
others, Sevén Letters of Luther, nevér yet publifh'd; as 
may of Melanchthon; above Seventy of Peucerus, contain. 


ing 
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ing very Curious Faéts relating to the Ecclefiaftical Hifto- 
rv of that Time; fome of Dudithius , Bucer, Bexa, Laf- 
cus, Mycilus, Goldaftes, Mercurial, Crate a Craftheim, Ur- 
(nus, Sambucus, Leanclavius, and many ethers. The Let- 
‘ter of Scieppias is in that Collettion. There are feveral 
other Things in this Letter, that have been left our, be- 
caufe they do not concern Fordanus Brunus. an 
If Scioppius did fincerely believe what he fays again 
lather, and the Lutherans, he ought to be reckon d among 
thofe Learned Philologers, who are as ignorant in Mat- 
ters of Religion as the moft illiterate People. He makes 
himfelf ridiculous, when he fays that the Eng/ifb ufed co 
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whip the Holy Sacrament. ’Tis likely, all the Engijp, 
Proteftants were call'd Puritans at Rome, as all other Pro. 
teftants were call’d Lutherans. 

To conclude, I muft obferve that the Author of this 
Differtation informs us, that this Letter has been alf> 
printed in a Book entitled, Macchiavedizatio, qua unitorum 
auimos diffociare nitentibus re{pondetur , in gratiam Dn. Ar. 
chiepifcopi caftiffime vite Petri Paxman, fuccinEe excerprg, 
Savragefe. Excudebat Didacus Ibarra. 1621. in 4to, 
That Book was printed in Germany, and mot at Sgr. 
ragifa. 

The Account of this Curious Differtation will be cone 
tinued. 








WITTEMBERG. 


; Lylerus, Profeffor Extraordinary of Civil Law, 
« is none of thofe Men, who, fond of their 
Profeffion, make every thing fabfervient to their Glo- 
ry. He has difcover’d the true Caufes of the great Credit 
of the Civilians, under the Roman Emperors. Whilft Rome 
preferved her Liberty, no great Account was made of 
the Civilians. The Orators held the firft Rank in that 
City, as well as at Athens: Which is the Reafon why the 
Greck and Roman Eloquence was fo highly efteem’d and 
applauded. Augufius, being an able Politician, perceived 
the Danger he was in from the Orators : Whoever has a 
Genius fora Noble Eloquence , is bold, and aétive, and 
a great Enemy to Slavery. In order to bring down the 
Orators , that Emperor fet the Civilians againft them, 
and order'd the Judges to fubmit to their Decifions, 
which till then had no farther Authority than they 
could perfuade the Judges. ‘Tis plain, that when 
Augufius raifed the Civilians, he depended upon their 
Compliance ; wherein he was not miftaken ; for they ex- 
plain’d the Laws in his Favour, and made it their Bulinefs 
to juftify his unjuft, though mild, Ufurpation. They 
found a way to reunite in his Perfon the moft Important 
Dignities. Laftly , after they had by Degrees ufed the 
Romans to make their fole Application to him, and ren- 
dred him Mafter of a People, who had conquered the 
World; they made him Mafter of the Laws by Virtue 
of this Famous Maxim , which they took care to incul- 
cate: Quod Princip placuit , Legis vigorem habet : What 
pleafes the Prince, ought to Sand for a Law. By this means 
they afcribed an Abfolute Royal Power to Augustus. 
The following Emperors treaded in his Steps: Vefpafan 
raifed the Civilians to the higheft Degree of Authority, 
and compleated the Deftru&tion of Liberty and Elo- 
quence. 


PARTS. 


HE following Book has been Jately publifh’d. It 
contains a Colleftion of Notable 4rrefs of the 
different Courts of this Kingdom upon many important 
Queftions relating to the Civil and Common Law, Ec- 
clefiaftical Difcipline, and the Publick Law. 


Arrefis Notables des differens Tribunaux du Royaume fur 
plufieurs Queftions importantes de Droit Civil , de Coutume, 
de Difcipline Ecclefiaftique, CO de Dreit Public. Paris, in 
qfo. pagg. 728, 


The Laws cannot prevent all particular Cafes, and 
want to be explain’d upon feveral Occafions, by rea- 


fon of an infinite Number of various Circumftances, 
that attend Human Affairs. Thefe Interpretations , 
which fupply the Defe& of the Laws, were made among 
the Ancient Romans by Learned Civilians, who were con. 
fulted upon extraordinary and difficult Cafes, and theirAn. 
{wers werea kind of Law, Ref{pon{a Prudentum. The Decifj. 
ons of our Civilians have not the fame Authority ; and 
when the Law is not pofitive about a particular Cafe, one 
muft have recourfe to 4rrefs, and endeavour to find 
an Example of what has been determin’d in fuch 
a Cafe. Thofe Arrefts are then call'd Precedents : They 
make Part of our jurifprudence. They afford our Advo. 
cates powerful Arguments to determine the Judges; and 
the Judges are enabled by them to give a right Judg. 
ment. 


The Two Colle&ions, entitl’d, Journal des Audiances 
& Journal du Palais, have met with a good Reception; 
but the difficulty of going on with fuch a vaft Work has 
occafion’d its Interruption. And indeed thofe Compila- 
tions will always be imperfeé& or interrupted, unlefs they 
be managed by feveral private Perfons, under the Dires 
&tion of a Head. 


The Abbot Bignon, being always intent upon the Pro- 
grefs of all forts of Literature, has been pleafed to ap- 
point fome Conferences in his Houfe , which have pro- 
duced this Colle&tion. The Gentlemen, who make 
that Society, have contributed to render this Work Ufe. 
ful and Entertaining to the Publick. They have examin’d 
the different Queftions, that have been debated in feveral 
Courts;and have carefully enquired into theTruth of the 
Fa&s,which occafion’d thofeQueftions. TheReafons alledg- 
ed by theAdvocates,on both fides,have been inferted ; and 
whatever appear'd needlefs or ambiguous has been laid 
afide. Ina word, all poflible Care has been taken to 
make this Colle&ion acceptable to the Publick. 


M. Augeard, an Advocate, has difpofed in a good or- 
der the Arrefts contain’d in this Volume, which is only 
an Effay of thofe , that are to be publith’d hereat- 
ter, 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


LL Gentlemen, who know not where to buy this 
Paper, are defired to {end their Names by the 
Penny-Poft, directed tc Mrs. Baldwin near the Ox- 
ford-Arms in Warwick-Lane, and they {hall have 
it left at their Houfes. 















LONDON: Printed by 9. Roberts: And Sold by @. Baldwit, near the 
Oxford-Arms in Warwick-Lane. 


aeaunhicaiinendionmtidedl 


( Price 2 d. ) 


























